
Early Rangers & Texas Revolution Theme (Grade 7) 
 
Introduction 
The first settlers came to Texas around 1821 with Stephen F. Austin who called 
for ten men to act as Rangers for the common defense against Indian tribes and 
Mexican forces in 1823. These early Rangers were paid in land and provided 
their own horse, weapons and equipment. Many of them served in the battles 
during the Texas Revolution and helped protect settlers during the Republic of 
Texas. In this lesson students will research the important events and roles of the 
Rangers from 1823-1845. 
 
Objectives 

1) Use primary and secondary resources to analyze the responsibilities of 
the early Rangers and their varying relationships with Indian tribes and 
Mexican military forces. 

2) Discuss Green DeWitt’s colony and the conflict between DeWitt and 
Martin de Leon. Name 3 rangers that were involved in the colony. 
Compare how the attitude of the DeWitt colonists changed from 1825 
to the 1830s. 

3) Identify early Texas Rangers and discuss their leadership roles in the 
Republic of Texas. Examples include Moses Morrison, Erastus “Deaf” 
Smith, Henry Karnes, Maj. Robert McAlpin Williamson, Edward 
Burleson, Col. Robert M. Coleman, Flacco, Castro, John J. Tumlinson, 
Jose Maria Gonzales, Juan Seguin, & Col. John Henry Moore. 

4) Summarize the major battles during the Texas Revolutionary War and 
explain the leadership and role of the Rangers during this time. 

 
Materials & Resources 
Many of the books can be checked out at your local library. Other materials, 
including excerpts from The Writings of Sam Houston, have been scanned and 
are in the appendix of this lesson plan. 

Books: 
1) Austin, Stephen F. The Austin Papers. 3 Vols. Compiled & edited by 

Eugene C. Barker. Washington, D.C.:  Government Printing Office, 
1924-28. 

2) Binkley, William Campbell. The Texas Revolution. Baton Rouge, LA:  
Louisiana State University Press, 1952. 

3) Cox, Mike. The Texas Rangers:  Wearing the Cinco Peso, 1821-1900. 
New York:  Tom Doherty Associates Book, 2008. 

4) Hardin, Stephen L. Texian Iliad:  A Military History of the Texas 
Revolution, 1835-1836. Austin:  University of Texas Press, 1994. 

5) Holley, Mary Austin. Mary Austin Holley; the Texas diary, 1835-1838. 
Austin: University of Texas, 1965. 

6) Houston, Sam. The Writings of Sam Houston, vol. I-VIII, 1813-1863. 8 
Vols. Edited by Amelia W. Williams & Eugene C. Barker. Austin:  The 
Pemberton Press, 1970. 



7) Jenkins, John H., ed. The Papers of the Texas Revolution, 1835-1836. 
Austin:  Presidial Press, 1973.  

8) Knowles, Thomas W. They Rode for the Lone Star:  The Saga of the 
Texas Rangers. Dallas:  Taylor Publishing Company, 1999. 

9) Moore, Stephen L. Savage Frontier:  Rangers, Rifleman, & Indian 
Wars in Texas, Volume I. Plano, Texas:  Republic of Texas Press, 
2002. 

 
Online resources: 
10) Stephen F. Austin’s photo and biography from 

http://www.tsl.state.tx.us/treasures/giants/austin/austin-01.html  
11) Records for claims of pensions and payments during the Republic of 

Texas at the Texas State Archives - 
http://www.tsl.state.tx.us/arc/repclaims/index.php  

12) Service records of the Adjutant General’s Office lists individuals that 
served in a military unit from the Texas State Archives -  
http://www.tsl.state.tx.us/arc/service/index.php  

13) http://www.tshaonline.org/handbook/online - Handbook of Texas online  
14) http://www.texasRanger.org/history/BriefHistory1.htm - brief history of 

Texas Rangers on the museum web site  
15) Map of Texas from 

http://www.tsl.state.tx.us/exhibits/indian/war/map_1840_small.html  
16) Sam Houston’s account of the Battle of San Jacinto, April 25, 1836 

from Dallas Historical Society - 
http://www.dallashistory.org/history/texas/houston_report.htm.  

 
Materials in the appendix: 
17) Austin’s decree asking for Rangers. 
18) Photo showing the equipment and supplies carried by the first 

Rangers. 
19) Scanned pages from The Writings of Sam Houston. 

 
Activities 
The following suggested activities can be modified for the specific needs of each 
classroom. 

1) Pass out copies of Austin’s decree asking for Rangers, and discuss the 
equipment that these first Rangers used.  

2) Pass around the image of the Ranger on horseback from the museum. 
List the equipment and discuss how a Ranger would find his own 
supplies.  

3) Write a short essay from the perspective of one of the first Rangers 
describing the difficulties they would encounter and how they 
overcame them. 

4) Read passages of the encounters between Rangers, Indian tribes, and 
Mexican forces. Divide students into 3 groups representing these three 
viewpoints. Students research and list 3 reasons for their group to 
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defend themselves and fight the other groups. Host a mock debate to 
hear each group’s points of view. 

5) Research Green DeWitt’s colony and explain the conflict between 
DeWitt and Martin de Leon. List 3 rangers from the DeWitt colony and 
explain their involvment. 

6) Discuss how James Kerr, the surveyor general of DeWitt’s colony, 
showed a spirit of cooperation when the colony began by naming the 
capital after Rafael Gonzales, the provisional governor of Coahuila y 
Tejas. Analyze how this attitude changed and list 2 incidents that 
contributed to this shift. 

7) List some of the first Rangers and have students choose one to 
research. Discuss the difference between primary and secondary 
resources. Students can read primary records from the Texas State 
Archives and excerpts from The Writings of Sam Houston mentioning 
some of the first Rangers.  

8) Students write a short biography and give a 5-minute presentation on 
the Ranger they researched referencing primary and secondary 
resources. 

9) Using the Handbook of Texas online and books list four of the main 
battles during the Texas Revolutionary War and summarize these 
battles. 

10) Retell the events of one of the battles from the viewpoint of a leader of 
the Rangers. 

 
Assessment 
These assessment tools can be modified for a grading rubric to fit each 
educator’s needs. 

1) Student lists 5 items of equipment used by the first Rangers. 
2) Student identifies one of the earliest Rangers and writes a one-page 

creative essay describing their challenges. 
3) Student lists 3 reasons for Rangers, Indian tribes, and Mexican forces 

to defend themselves and fight each other. 
4) Student compares the viewpoints of different cultural groups and 

verbally defends one group’s viewpoints in a debate. 
5) Student explains the conflict between DeWitt and de Leon and lists 3 

Rangers involved in the colony. 
6) Student describes how attitudes in DeWitt’s colony changed after it 

was established and lists 2 incidents that contributed to this change. 
7) Student defines primary resources and secondary resources and uses 

both to write a short biography of a Ranger. 
8) Student presents a 5-minute speech on the biography of an early 

Ranger and cites primary and secondary resources. 
9) Student lists four major battles of the Texas Revolutionary War. 
10) Student summarizes on of the battles from the viewpoint of a leader of 

the Rangers. 
 



Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills Alignment 
This section is intended to inform teachers and educators of the Texas Essential 
Knowledge & Skills (TEKS) alignment of this theme. This lesson plan has been 
developed for seventh-grade teachers but is also adaptable to accommodate 
students of other grade levels. 
 
Alignment:  
§113.19.1 – understands traditional historical points of reference in Texas 
history. 
§113.19.2(e) – identify the contributions of significant individuals, including 
Moses Austin, Stephen F. Austin, Erasmo Seguín, Martín De León, and Green 
DeWitt, during the Mexican settlement of Texas. 
§113.19.3 – understand how individuals, events, and issues related to the Texas 
Revolution shaped the history of Texas. 
§113.19.4 – understand how individuals, events, and issues shaped the history 
of the Republic of Texas and early Texas statehood. 
§113.19.17(C) – express and defend a point of view on an issue of historical or 
contemporary interest in Texas. 
§113.19.18 – understand the importance of effective leadership in a democratic 
society. 
§113.19.19 – understands the concept of diversity within unity in Texas. 
§113.19.21 – applies critical-thinking skills to organize and use information 
acquired through established research methodologies from a variety of valid 
sources, including electronic technology. 
§113.19.22(D) – create written, oral, and visual presentations of social studies 
information. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Appendix 
Stephen F. Austin’s Address to Colonists, ca. August 5, 1823: 
Since the commencement of this Colony no labor or expence has been spared 
on my part towards its organization benefit and security – And I shall always be 
ready and willing to risk my health, my property or my life for the common 
advantage of those who have embarked with me in this enterprise. As a proof of 
the reality of this declaration I have determined to augment at my own private 
expence the company of men which was raised by the late Govr. Trespalacios for 
the defence of the Colony against hostile Indians. I therefore by these presents 
give public notice that I will employ ten men in addition to those employed 
by the Governt. to act as Rangers for the common defence. The said ten 
men will for a part of Lieut. Moses Morrisons Company and the whole will 
be subject to my orders. The wages I will give the said ten men is fifteen 
Dollars a month payable in property, they finding themselves – Those who 
wish to be employed will apply to me without delay. 
 

 
Image from the Texas Ranger Hall of Fame & Museum showing the supplies the 
first Rangers carried including a drinking gourd, single-shot rifle, gunpowder 
horn, hunting knife, food, blanket, etc. 
 

 
 
 



Excerpts from The Writings of Sam Houston:  Letter to Juan N. Seguin 
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Excerpts from The Writings of Sam Houston:  Letter to Henry W. Karnes 
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Excerpts from The Writings of Sam Houston:  Letter to E.D. White regarding 
Juan Seguin. 

 
 
 



Excerpts from The Writings of Sam Houston:  Letter to Col. John Henry Moore 
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