
In Case You Missed It: Two Brothers Serve 
in the Texas Rangers 

By Texas DPS PIO • February 25, 2016 

AUSTIN – On Wednesday a television news segment broadcast by the Dallas-Fort Worth NBC affiliate, 

KXAS, showcased two brothers – Jake and Josh Burson – who currently are Texas Rangers. The Burson 

brothers are believed to be the first pair of brothers to simultaneously serve as Texas Rangers since the 

Texas Department of Public Safety (DPS) was formed in 1935. 

The Texas Rangers are the oldest law enforcement organization in North America with statewide 

jurisdiction. 

“The cornerstone of the Texas Rangers’ longevity and success has always been the outstanding men and 

women, who have committed themselves to serving the people of Texas with honor and integrity,” said 

Texas Ranger Chief Randy Prince. “We are proud to have the Burson brothers serve among our ranks as 

we continue our mission of protecting the residents of this state.” 

Like all Texas Rangers, the brothers began their DPS careers as Highway Patrol Troopers. They then 

promoted to the DPS Criminal Investigations Division before becoming Texas Rangers. Ranger Jake 

Burson is stationed in Waco; and Ranger Josh Burson is stationed in Lubbock. 

To view the full video, visit http://www.nbcdfw.com/news/local/Texas-Connect-Us-The-Burson-

Brothers-370010101.html. The segment is titled “Texas Connects Us – Burson Brothers As Texas 

Rangers” 

For more information about the Texas Rangers and their history, visit the DPS website 

at /TexasRangers/index.htm. 
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Texas Connect Us: Burson Brothers As 
Texas Rangers 

By Kris Gutierrez • Published February 24, 2016  

In a state rich in tradition, NBC 5 found a new first. 

Jake and Josh Burson are the first brothers to simultaneously serve as Texas Rangers. 

The Rangers are the oldest law enforcement organization in North America with statewide jurisdiction. 

They're often called upon to help other agencies investigate major crimes. 

There are only 172 members in six different companies across Texas. 

Positions only come up when a Ranger retires, so getting selected isn't easy, according to Josh. 

"I actually interviewed six times and it was my sixth time when ever I got in," Josh said. 

And his older brother Jake? 

"I applied one time, interviewed one time," Jake said. 

"Now you're making me look bad," Josh joked. 

"You know, I got lucky," Jake added. "Either you cut it or you don't. He's my brother, I love him to 
death and I'd do anything for him, but this is something that each individual person has to earn on their 
own." 

Law enforcement is in the Bursons' blood. 

Their father was a Texas state trooper, so they knew their calling at an early age. 

"I can remember he and I running around the playground acting like we were in a little patrol car, 
chasing people around," Jake recalled. 

"My mom actually kept one of my journals that we had to do in school from kindergarten and that was 
one of the questions, 'what do you want to do when you grow up' and of course, I misspelled it, but I put 
'I want to be a highway patrolman,'" Josh said. 

Born in West, Texas, they later moved to a ranch near Waco. 

"Since we were able to walk and hold a gun, we were shooting and hunting and fishing, around horses, 
riding horses, getting thrown off of horses," Josh said. "We thought we were cowboys." 

 


